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Around 650 BC, groups of people from Eastern Europe, known as 
Celts, arrived on the southern shores of Britain. Unable to defend
their homes, the ancient Britons were forced to accept Celtic rule.

The Celtic warriors had some seriously bloodthirsty habits, which
included cutting off the heads of resident Britons, not just to kill
them, which of course it did, but because the Celts believed 
they would gain their victims’ courage, strength and intelligence. 
The Celtic kings consulted religious advisors to help them rule,
known as druids. They gave the druids many gifts, which may 
have included people, to sacrifice in order to please their gods.

Poetic Superstars

As well as a love of spilling blood, the Celts were huge fans of
poetry. Poets were treated like superstars, and had to train 
for over ten years, learning hundreds of long and exciting stories
which they would recite to crowds of eager listeners.

COURAGEOUS CELTS
Around 650 BC
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ROMAN BRITAIN

I BET IT ISN’T 
RAINING AT HOME

IN ROME!
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The Roman Empire was a vast area of land, ruled by a series of
powerful, land-hungry leaders. So  it wasn’t long before Rome’s
rulers began to look greedily across at the lush green isle where
the Britons lived… 

The Romans Invade

To the Romans, Britain was a territory rich in gold, bronze and
iron, defended only by a bunch of funny-looking ‘barbarians’. 
It didn’t matter how civilized or refined you were, anyone who
wasn’t a Roman was called a barbarian.

Julius Caesar, the Roman commander, thought that the Britons
were a primitive people who ‘dyed their skins blue with woad’ 
(a natural dye), because they believed it made them look more
fearsome in battle. Equipped with the advanced military
techniques of the Roman army, Caesar thought that the Britons
and their warpaint would be an easy conquest. 

Caesar launched two invasions along the coast of Britain, the first
in 55 BC and then again a year later.  To the Romans’ dismay, the
local Britons managed  to fend off the first invasion and Caesar
had to abandon the second to deal with a revolt in France. 
But, almost one hundred years later, an Emperor of Rome
named Claudius sent troops to try again.

THE ROMANS INVADE
AD 43 
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ROMAN BRITAIN

In AD 43, around 40,000 of Claudius’ troops landed on Britain’s
southern shores. The army swept north and west, defeating the
Britons on battlefields across the country. When some Britons
retreated to their hilltop forts, the Romans  used huge catapults
to fire boulders and bolts to topple the strongholds. Within
seven years, many Britons had surrendered.

The Romans named their newly conquered territory Britannia.
The conquered people of Britain were offered Pax Romana
(which means ‘Roman Peace’ in Latin). They could live in peace 
as long as they paid money, known as taxes, to the Romans.  
This system was so successful that it enabled the Romans to
remain in control of much of Britain for the next 400 years. 

Roman Rewards

Among other important things, such as bringing law and order 
to Britain’s towns and villages, the Romans introduced really
useful things such as toilets and even vegetables to the people 
of Britain. The Romans also shared their building know-how.
Public baths were heated by hot pipes running under the floors,
and the Romans built a network of roads that still form the basis
for many roads that we travel on  today. Unfortunately for the
resident Britons, Romans liked to build straight roads, and
demolished whatever lay in the way. 
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HURR    Y  UP, OR THE 
COW GETS IT!
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