
29

GET TO GRIPS WITH GRAMMAR

GET TO GRIPS 

WITH GRAMMAR

Learning English grammar is a bit like shaking hands with an
octopus – at first glance it seems impossibly complicated,
slippery and hard to grasp. But just as an octopus never
gets tied up in knots, you won’t either, once you know the
basic rules of grammar.

This poem, by an anonymous author, is a good place to start:

Every name is called a noun,
As field and fountain, street and town.

In place of noun the pronoun stands,
As he and she can clap their hands.

The adjective describes a thing,
As magic wand and bridal ring.

The verb means action, something done –
To read, to write, to jump, to run.

How things are done, the adverbs tell,
As quickly, slowly, badly, well.

The preposition shows relation,
As in the street, or at the station.

Conjunctions join, in many ways,
Sentences, words, or phrase and phrase.

The interjection cries out, ‘Hark!
I need an exclamation mark!’

Through poetry, we learn how each
Of these makes up the Parts of Speech.
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Read on to find out more about all the rules of grammar
mentioned in the poem and great ways to remember them.

The Parts of Speech

An octopus has eight tentacles, and so does good grammar.
Grammar’s tentacles are called the ‘parts of s peech’. They
appear on each of the octopus’s legs below:

Every word in the English language is attached to one of
these eight parts of speech. You don’t have to learn every
word though. Even Shakespeare only managed to use a
small percentage of them (and he invented some of those).
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Nouns

A noun is the name of any object: a person, an animal, a
thing, an idea or a place. There is a name for everything 
and that name is a noun. 

Question: how many
nouns can you find in the
following sentence?

Charlie the black dog
chases Tibbles the ginger
cat up the old tree, sits
on the path while he
wags his tail happily 
and barks – ‘woof-woof!’

Answer: there are seven
nouns – ‘Charlie’, ‘dog’,
‘Tibbles’, ‘cat’, ‘tree’, ‘path’
and ‘tail’. 

Two are ‘proper nouns’ –
the animals’ names, Charlie and Tibbles. The names of things
like people, towns and countries are all proper nouns and
always start with a capital letter. 

The other five nouns are ‘common nouns’ and don’t start
with capital letters. Remember : 

A noun is a name.
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Adjectives

All these words are adjectives that could probably be used
to describe you!

Angelic 
Daring 
Jolly 
Excellent 
Clever 
Truthful 
Inventive
Vir tuous
Eccentric

Adjectives usually go immediately in front of the noun they
are describing. In the cat-and-dog sentence on the previous
page, the dog is black, the cat is ginger and the tree is old.
‘Black’, ‘ginger’ and ‘old’ are all adjectives. So remember :

An adjective is a word used to describe a noun. It tells 
you more about it – it adds information to the noun.
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